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Reflections on  
2025 ï and the Year 

Ahead  
 

 
Joan Kirner House , Williamstown  
 Spotswood Community House   
Altona North Community House  

 

 

January 202 5 
 

 

 

 

Lynne and group cooking up a storm at Spotswood 
Community House. 
 
Part of the Rejuvenating Spotswood  Community 
House  program, sponsored by Melbourne 
Airport . 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Pamela Anderson, CEO of EMILYôs List Australia, 
provided a generous donation to our Food Relief program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@wcec.com.au
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          Star Weekly , January 29 
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February  
 

We were chosen as the óConference Charityô by 
the Country Womenôs Association of Victoria. 
 
We received a huge donation of toiletries to 
contribute to our Food Relief Program.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
We received a free Food Cube and 

Workshop at Spotswood Community 
House. 

 
Sponsored by Cultivating Community  

 
 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Bunnings Altona  provided gift voucher to help establish 

our community garden at Joan Kirner House. 
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March  
 

 Beach Safety Program.  
 

Sponsored by Life Saving Victoria , Williamstown Beach.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Presentation to the Rotary Club of Point Gellibrand , at the Pelicans Landing restaurant in 
Williamstown. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rotarypointgellibrand.com.au/
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Teachers Fedra, Lucy, Jodie and Rita, Project Officer Lucila, Vice President Lucienne, and 
others in our community, were all nominees for The Hon. Melissa Horne MP International 

Womenôs Day Celebration. 
 

ñIn recognition for their dedicated effort and work in our community.ò 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

Cultural Diversity Week  Celebration at The Laverton Community Hub. 
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April  
 

 
 

 

Another good news story.  

Ӯ  
 

On the Learn Local website. 

HERE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://learnlocal.org.au/stories/from-classroom-to-kitchen/
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Artful Mind testimonial. 
 

My name is Judy Wolff, I have been attending Monday 

Art Group when I can, and Iôm amazed at how I am able 

to paint and draw when there!  

 

I think it is the company and peaceful background music 

which enables me to find myself through art practice in 

Janineôs Art Group. 

 

In the recent past, I was a volunteer in Lynneôs EAL 

class.  

I enjoyed being there and helping in any way I could with 
English and generally conversing with students and being 
another English speaker in the group.   
 
Cuppa time was great also! 
 
Thank you Lynne and students for the privilege and 
opportunity to participate for a while. 
 
 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Eid Celebration lunch 

 
Sponsored by the Healthcare Foundation . 
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May 
 

The Year 2/3 student cohort at Newmark Primary School , Williamstown, visited Joan Kirner 

House to talk to centre users and students, as part of a project learning about the cultural 

diversity within our local community. 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Neighbourhood House Week  tribute display. 
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National Volunteer Week  recognition 

to all our exceptional volunteers who 

contribute so much to our Centre and 

Our Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June  
 

Newmark Primary School , Williamstown social project. 

Learning about the rich cultural diversity within our local community. 
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Neighbourhood Houses Victoria survey . 

 

Includes Altona North Community House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

 

Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay Star Weekly.  
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

Colours and Candles Workshop  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

 

Cultivating Community  Gardening Workshops at Joan Kirner House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

National Volunteers Week  tribute display.  
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Hobsons Bay Community Fund 2025 Business Lunch. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
July  

 

Lara and Lucila both attended the Network West  sponsored two-day Mental Health First Aid 

Certificate Training.  
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Thanks to Community Bank, Altona and Laverton, Bendigo 

Bank , for supporting the many refugees and migrants to enrol 

in our English language classes.  

 

Here is one story - 

 

 
Julia Marallano came from Peru to Australia ten months ago.   
 
Two of her four children live in Australia. At 83 years of age this is a major lifestyle change for 
Julia.  
 
Most of Juliaôs life in Peru was spent living on the land, growing crops and then selling her 
produce at local markets.  
 
It was no surprise therefore that when we started the gardening sessions at Spotswood Julia 
was in her element.  
 
Julia is currently living with her daughter Ana in Newport. Family is very important to her, and 
she loves spending time with her four granddaughters.   
 
Also, she has encouraged her younger sister Alejandrina (aged 79) to attend English classes 
with her.  
 
Although their English is limited, both sisters are grateful for the opportunity to learn more 
about life in Australia and make new friends while improving their English skills at our Centre. 
 

Lynne Hewet 

Education Coordinator. 
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Newmark Primary School , Williamstown, tapestry unveiled, on their social 

project, learning about the rich cultural diversity within our local community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

New Recycling Made Easy  Hub  at Joan Kirner house, with new recycling options. 
 

¶ Blister packs 

¶ Light globes 

¶ Oral care products 

¶ Small e-waste 

¶ Printer cartridges 

¶ Stationery 

¶ X -rays. 

¶ CDs and DVDs 

¶ Bread tags 
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Having been a finalist in 2015, 2017, 2019 and 2023, and a winner in 2019, 

this year we decided to be a sponsor for the biennial Hobsons Bay 

Business Excellence Awards  in the category of óCreating social change and 

diversityô. 

 

 

August  
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September  
 

 

 

Lucienne, our Vice President, attended the 
Community Partners Grants Night  at the Laverton 
Bowls Club. 
 
This event was an opportunity to connect with fellow 
community groups, hear impact updates, and learn 
more about our locally owned Community Bank 
model supporting Altona, Laverton and surrounds 
since 2000. 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

Spring is always a great time to join our Wednesday morning Willy Walking Group . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

------------------------------------------ 

 

Dr Jill Disint from our Committee attended the 

Hobsons Bay City Council Make It Happen 

Grants Celebration . 

 

This was an opportunity for Council to 

recognise and celebrate the achievements of 

grant recipients. 
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October  
 

Several of our volunteers attended the Volunteer Appreciation Event hosted by Melissa 
Horne, State Member for Williamstown  at the Spotswood Cricket Club. 

 
Volunteers were officially recognised for their dedication and commitment to our community. 

 
We even got a mention in the Victorian Parliament HERE. 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 
Irene La Rosa, Manager of Williamstown Commonwealth Bank gave presentations to 

several of our classes on staying safe with online banking. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/melissaforwilliamstown/


19 

 

 

Star Weekly  
 

 

 
------------------------------------------ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fedra and her English class from 

Altona North Community 

House  enjoying an outing.  

Ӵ  
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We were featured in the Melbourne Airportôs 
Economic and Social Impact Report  2025. 

Ӵ  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A link to the Report is HERE. 

See page 65. 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/_assets/be08d7b0-97a1-02f9-2be6-a0c139c3c337/84b55084-d64d-476b-b741-5be6860d2091/Melbourne%20Airport%202025%20Economic%20and%20Social%20Impact%20Report.pdf?srsltid=AfmBOoqHThWI7cPFg2yIGoMnWf3_KoOdSUwGiYXQLSitZrTH_BwKmcK0
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In partnership with Newmark 
Primary School , Williamstown , 

Joan Kirner House hosted the 
Year Six Volunteer Program for 

nine weeks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children assisted with many 
tasks, under the astute 

supervision of our Tahlia. 
 
 

 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Our President, 

Sonja Ilievska 

announcing and 

presenting the 

award at the 

Hobsons Bay 

Business Excellence Awards  

Gala. 

 

Several Committee and staff 

members attended. 

 

Congratulations to our 

sponsorship support category 

winner, Amarapave . 

 

 


