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Reflections on 
2025 – and the Year 

Ahead 
 

 
Joan Kirner House, Williamstown 
 Spotswood Community House  
Altona North Community House 

 

 

January 2025 
 

 

 

 

Lynne and group cooking up a storm at Spotswood 
Community House. 
 
Part of the Rejuvenating Spotswood Community 
House program, sponsored by Melbourne 
Airport. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Pamela Anderson, CEO of EMILY’s List Australia, 
provided a generous donation to our Food Relief program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@wcec.com.au
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          Star Weekly, January 29 
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February 
 

We were chosen as the ‘Conference Charity’ by 
the Country Women’s Association of Victoria. 
 
We received a huge donation of toiletries to 
contribute to our Food Relief Program.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
We received a free Food Cube and 

Workshop at Spotswood Community 
House. 

 
Sponsored by Cultivating Community 

 
 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Bunnings Altona provided gift voucher to help establish 

our community garden at Joan Kirner House. 
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March 
 

 Beach Safety Program.  
 

Sponsored by Life Saving Victoria, Williamstown Beach.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Presentation to the Rotary Club of Point Gellibrand, at the Pelicans Landing restaurant in 
Williamstown. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rotarypointgellibrand.com.au/
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Teachers Fedra, Lucy, Jodie and Rita, Project Officer Lucila, Vice President Lucienne, and 
others in our community, were all nominees for The Hon. Melissa Horne MP International 

Women’s Day Celebration. 
 

“In recognition for their dedicated effort and work in our community.” 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

Cultural Diversity Week Celebration at The Laverton Community Hub. 
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April 
 

 
 

 

Another good news story. 

👈 
 

On the Learn Local website. 

HERE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://learnlocal.org.au/stories/from-classroom-to-kitchen/


7 

 

 

Artful Mind testimonial. 
 

My name is Judy Wolff, I have been attending Monday 

Art Group when I can, and I’m amazed at how I am able 

to paint and draw when there!  

 

I think it is the company and peaceful background music 

which enables me to find myself through art practice in 

Janine’s Art Group. 

 

In the recent past, I was a volunteer in Lynne’s EAL 

class.  

I enjoyed being there and helping in any way I could with 
English and generally conversing with students and being 
another English speaker in the group.   
 
Cuppa time was great also! 
 
Thank you Lynne and students for the privilege and 
opportunity to participate for a while. 
 
 

 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Eid Celebration lunch 

 
Sponsored by the Healthcare Foundation. 
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May 
 

The Year 2/3 student cohort at Newmark Primary School, Williamstown, visited Joan Kirner 

House to talk to centre users and students, as part of a project learning about the cultural 

diversity within our local community. 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Neighbourhood House Week tribute display. 
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National Volunteer Week recognition 

to all our exceptional volunteers who 

contribute so much to our Centre and 

Our Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 
 

Newmark Primary School, Williamstown social project. 

Learning about the rich cultural diversity within our local community. 
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Neighbourhood Houses Victoria survey. 

 

Includes Altona North Community House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

 

Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay Star Weekly.  
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

Colours and Candles Workshop 
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Cultivating Community Gardening Workshops at Joan Kirner House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

National Volunteers Week tribute display.  
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Hobsons Bay Community Fund 2025 Business Lunch. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
July 

 

Lara and Lucila both attended the Network West sponsored two-day Mental Health First Aid 

Certificate Training.  
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Thanks to Community Bank, Altona and Laverton, Bendigo 

Bank, for supporting the many refugees and migrants to enrol 

in our English language classes.  

 

Here is one story - 

 

 
Julia Marallano came from Peru to Australia ten months ago.   
 
Two of her four children live in Australia. At 83 years of age this is a major lifestyle change for 
Julia.  
 
Most of Julia’s life in Peru was spent living on the land, growing crops and then selling her 
produce at local markets.  
 
It was no surprise therefore that when we started the gardening sessions at Spotswood Julia 
was in her element.  
 
Julia is currently living with her daughter Ana in Newport. Family is very important to her, and 
she loves spending time with her four granddaughters.   
 
Also, she has encouraged her younger sister Alejandrina (aged 79) to attend English classes 
with her.  
 
Although their English is limited, both sisters are grateful for the opportunity to learn more 
about life in Australia and make new friends while improving their English skills at our Centre. 
 

Lynne Hewet 

Education Coordinator. 
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Newmark Primary School, Williamstown, tapestry unveiled, on their social 

project, learning about the rich cultural diversity within our local community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

New Recycling Made Easy Hub at Joan Kirner house, with new recycling options. 
 

• Blister packs 

• Light globes 

• Oral care products 

• Small e-waste 

• Printer cartridges 

• Stationery 

• X -rays. 

• CDs and DVDs 

• Bread tags 
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Having been a finalist in 2015, 2017, 2019 and 2023, and a winner in 2019, 

this year we decided to be a sponsor for the biennial Hobsons Bay 

Business Excellence Awards in the category of ‘Creating social change and 

diversity’. 

 

 

August 
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September 
 

 

 

Lucienne, our Vice President, attended the 
Community Partners Grants Night at the Laverton 
Bowls Club. 
 
This event was an opportunity to connect with fellow 
community groups, hear impact updates, and learn 
more about our locally owned Community Bank 
model supporting Altona, Laverton and surrounds 
since 2000. 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------- 

 

Spring is always a great time to join our Wednesday morning Willy Walking Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

------------------------------------------ 

 

Dr Jill Disint from our Committee attended the 

Hobsons Bay City Council Make It Happen 

Grants Celebration. 

 

This was an opportunity for Council to 

recognise and celebrate the achievements of 

grant recipients. 
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October  
 

Several of our volunteers attended the Volunteer Appreciation Event hosted by Melissa 
Horne, State Member for Williamstown at the Spotswood Cricket Club. 

 
Volunteers were officially recognised for their dedication and commitment to our community. 

 
We even got a mention in the Victorian Parliament HERE. 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 
Irene La Rosa, Manager of Williamstown Commonwealth Bank gave presentations to 

several of our classes on staying safe with online banking. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/melissaforwilliamstown/
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Star Weekly 
 

 

 
------------------------------------------ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fedra and her English class from 

Altona North Community 

House enjoying an outing.  

👉 
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We were featured in the Melbourne Airport’s 
Economic and Social Impact Report 2025. 

👉 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A link to the Report is HERE. 

See page 65. 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.melbourneairport.com.au/_assets/be08d7b0-97a1-02f9-2be6-a0c139c3c337/84b55084-d64d-476b-b741-5be6860d2091/Melbourne%20Airport%202025%20Economic%20and%20Social%20Impact%20Report.pdf?srsltid=AfmBOoqHThWI7cPFg2yIGoMnWf3_KoOdSUwGiYXQLSitZrTH_BwKmcK0
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In partnership with Newmark 
Primary School, Williamstown, 

Joan Kirner House hosted the 
Year Six Volunteer Program for 

nine weeks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children assisted with many 
tasks, under the astute 

supervision of our Tahlia. 
 
 

 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 

 

Our President, 

Sonja Ilievska 

announcing and 

presenting the 

award at the 

Hobsons Bay 

Business Excellence Awards 

Gala. 

 

Several Committee and staff 

members attended. 

 

Congratulations to our 

sponsorship support category 

winner, Amarapave. 
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Our Tahlia is on the 

Hobsons Bay Local 

Safety Committee 

in partnership with 

Victoria Police. 

 

👉 
 

 

Hobsons Bay 

News. Edition 45. 

Page 9. 

 

 

 

Newsletter link is 

HERE 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 
At both Altona North Community House and Spotswood Community 
House classes had a free StrokeSafe Talk provided by The Stroke 
Foundation. 
 
Our teacher Fedra, at Altona North wrote – 

Hi Mark and Lynne, 
 
As you know, we had Bob Carey-Grieve from the Stroke 
Foundation as a guest speaker this morning. 
 
He delivered such an informative and engaging session. 
 
We all really appreciated the insights he shared and 
found his talk both inspiring and practical. 
 
Fedra. 
 
 
 

https://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Council/Publications/Magazine
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Students have recently set up new garden beds in the rear of Joan Kirner House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to a generous Hobsons Bay City Council - Toyota equipment grant, and some gift 

vouchers from Bunnings in Altona North. 
 

All the way from purchase to construction, the students did a great job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 

 

Our Clothes Swap for Recycle Week was extremely popular. 
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Williamstown High School year tens completed an Adventure and 

Community subject which exposes them to local community organisations.  

As part of their studies, the students visited Joan Kirner House. 
 
We had about 25 students visit to see what type of services we offer and 
ask questions useful for their community project assessment. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 
We hosted a Hobsons Bay Community 
Foundation meeting at Joan Kirner 
House. 
 
The Hobsons Bay Community Fund is a 
perpetual philanthropic fund established 
to support, strengthen and benefit the 
community of Hobsons Bay for present 
and future generations.  
 
They have supported us with numerous 
projects over many years, including 
sponsoring our current Willi Walking 
Group. 
 
We are also a member of their Philanthropic Club. 
 
Details of the fund can be found HERE. 
 
 

 
 

https://hbcommunityfund.org.au/
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With our Bridging the Digital Divide Program we have been 
able to provide over 100 one-on-one assistance sessions.  
 
We have assisted those with limited digital literacy in 
completing essential online administrative tasks.  
 
Help has been given to complete citizenship and passport 
applications, Centrelink forms, resume writing, scholarship 
applications, utility bill issues, infringement notices, and email 
and mobile phone support. 
 
This initiative was made possible through the generous funding 
from the Australian Neighbourhood Houses and Centres Association and Bendigo 
Community Bank, Altona and Laverton.  
 

------------------------------------------ 

 

Rebecca Harding, the Multicultural Liaison Officer from Fire 
Rescue Victoria, gave a session on ‘fire safety at home’ to 
our English class at Altona North. 

 

 

 
 
 
Rebecca delivered a wonderful fire 
safety session for us…  
 
It was incredibly informative, 
engaging, and truly appreciated by 
everyone. 
 
Fedra. 
Teacher. 
 

 

------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 
 

Nat, one of our students (Centre), was awarded the 
2025 MEGT Foundation Scholarship. 
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We supported the16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender Based Violence with 
the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s West, 
with a display of cutouts of orange 
ladies at Joan Kirner House. 

The orange ladies appeared across 
Hobsons Bay to mark a global 
campaign aimed at ending violence 
against women and girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Zonta also made a huge donation to our Food 
Relief Program. 

 

 
 
 

 
 



27 

 

 
 

A Christmas message from one of our students. 
 

 
Dear teachers, classmates, and the entire Williamstown Community and Education Centre 
team, this Christmas, I want to send you a message filled with love, gratitude, and light.  
 
This year has been one of the most difficult of my life because of the loss of my brothers and 
the emotional process I went through in Colombia.  
 
But when I returned to class, I found more than an English course — I found a place where 
hearts are supported, and spirits are lifted. 
 
Thank you for the emotional support, the patience, and the understanding you have given me 
every step of the way. 
 
To Mark, our CEO, thank you for leading with 
kindness and for creating a space where every 
migrant feels welcome and valued. 
 
To the ladies in the administration office Tahlia, 
Lara and Lucila, thank you for your smiles, 
patience, and the warm help you give us every day.  
 
To my teachers Lynne, Fedra, Lucy, and Jim, thank 
you for your dedication, your encouragement, and 
for believing in me.  
 
Your kindness, guidance, and patience have given 
me strength during moments when I needed it the 
most. You have been a true blessing. 
 
 
And to my classmates, who come from so many different countries, cultures, and stories: 
thank you for walking this journey with me. Even though we speak different languages and 
come from different worlds, we share something beautiful: the desire to learn, the patience to 
listen, and the respect to grow together. 
 
You have also been an important part of my healing and my progress. 
 
During this special season, I want to wish each of you a Merry Christmas filled with peace, 
unity, and hope.  
 
May the New Year bring health, opportunities, joy, and blessings to you and your families. 
 
Thank you for making this place a true refuge for everyone who arrive searching for a new 
beginning. 
 
With all my love and gratitude, 
 
Ruth. 
 
 

Ruth and Lynne 
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December 
 

In December we received generous donations to our Food Relief program from Jost 
Australia, EMILY’s List Australia and Commonwealth Bank, Williamstown. 

 
 
 

 
 

👈 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                   👉  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

👈 

 
 

 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Successful grant from the Hobsons Bay Community Fund for sponsoring a Spotswood 
Community House initiative in 2026. 
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Centre Christmas function. 

 
Huge appreciation to all staff and volunteers who worked hard to make this an outstanding and 

very special event. 
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Thank you to all those organisations that have supported and 
partnered with us in 2025. 
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https://www.acevic.org.au/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FWillyWargaming%2Fposts&psig=AOvVaw3_oUJVKvggyd6xOA_X78b2&ust=1574744144448812
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https://abcboating.com/
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                                                           Sunrise Yoga 
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Other achievements in 2025. 
 
 

• Over 350 student enrolments. 
 

• 20 separate pre-accredited classes across three venues. 
 

• Over 26,500 hours of pre-accredited training delivered. 
 

• 24 separate local providers, with 36 discrete classes, delivering 
programs across a wide range of interest areas including exercise, 
yoga, acting, boating, language, music, art, religious groups, gaming, 
floristry, specialty education, disability groups, meditation, 
counselling, crafts, etc. 

 
• Considerable surplus delivered for the year, making it 14 years in a 

row of financial surpluses. 
 

• Over $67,000 income from 11 successful project grants, out of 17 
grants applied for. 
 

• 40 free community morning teas, nine BBQs and weekly walking 
group, sponsored by Hobsons Bay Community Fund and Mobil. 
 

• Considerable ICT upgrades, repairs, and improvements to all three 
venues. Joan Kirner House, Spotswood Community House, and 
Altona North Community House. 
 

• Over 50 migrant students sponsored to enrol in English classes. 
 
• Over 50 new Be Connected clients given IT assistance through the 

Good Things Foundation funding. 
 

• 45 Power Saving Bonuses processed. 
 

• Over 100 locals helped with online tasks though our Digital Divide 
project. 
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What’s planned for 2026? 
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January 13 and 14 at Joan Kirner House.  

👉  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Highly recommended by staff. 

👈 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have a safe and happy break. 
 
We reopen on Tuesday January 27. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Mark. 
 
Dr Mark Brophy PhD 
Manager / CEO. 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc. 
manager@wcec.com.au   9397 6168. 

mailto:manager@wcec.com.au

