Newsletter
June 2022
Joan Kirner House, Spotswood Community House, and Altona North Community House.
With Programs running at Altona Library, Altona North Library, and Dulcie Shaw House.
For Members, Committee, Staff, Volunteers, Students, Parents, Stakeholders, Centre users,
Partners, Sponsors and Our Community
Coming Up…
•

Wednesday June 2, 8 (Visit to Maritime Museum), 15 and 22. FREE
Willy Walking Group. Sponsored by Australia Post, Westgate
Neighbourhood Fund, and Hobsons Bay Community Fund. From 10.15
am to 11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House.

•

Wednesday June 2, 8, 15 and 22. FREE Community Morning Tea at
Joan Kirner House at 11.00 am. Thanks to Westgate Neighbourhood
Fund, Australia Post and Hobsons Bay Community Fund for
sponsorship.

•

Monday June 13. Queen’s Birthday public holiday.

•

June 20 to 26. Refugee Week.

•

Tuesday June 21. Free Refugee Week BBQ. 12.30 pm Joan Kirner
House. Thanks to Westgate Neighbourhood Fund and Hobsons Bay
Community Fund for sponsorship. All welcome!

•

Friday June 24. End of Term Two.

•

Monday July 11. Start of Term Three.

•

Wednesday July 13. Free Welcome to Semester Two BBQ. 12.15 pm
Joan Kirner House. Thanks to Westgate Neighbourhood Fund and
Hobsons Bay Community Fund for sponsorship. All welcome!

•

NEW PROGAM. Altona Library English Conversation Class. Starting in term 3 from Monday
July 11 from 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm. Call Joe Pellone on 0431 915 970 for details and bookings.

Follow us on Facebook!
Get the latest on upcoming events, programs,
courses, news, and much, much more.
No more FOMO, and waiting for the
Newsletter, it’s all there on Facebook!
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Neighbourhood House Week Student Testimonials
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Recycling
Aside from our own recycling initiatives, there are a few others around Hobsons Bay.
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‘Hobsons Bay Have Your Say’
In this Speakers Bank Series ‘taster’, you will see profiles of several people in
Hobsons Bay including one of our students Armindo – See HERE.

With the help of the Hobsons Bay City Council, Speakers Bank created a series of videos featuring
various members of the local community.
Every week, Speakers Bank will release a profile video about a person living in Hobsons Bay.

👈

Tahlia Kotiau, Admin Officer at
Williamstown Community Education Centre, and
Hobsons Bay 2022 Young Citizen of the Year
awardee.
Tahlia discussed her passion for community, her
experience during COVID-19, her work and the
different roles or 'hats' she wears at the Centre.

Pei Hua Li shared her love for the local community and
nature and explained what she enjoyed doing at the
Williamstown Community Education Centre and the
weekly English classes she takes there. 👉

👈 There is also an interview with me HERE.

There will be other students and staff from Williamstown Community and Education Centre featured in
future videos. Keep an eye out for them!
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What’s been happening?

Tahlia delivering a recycling information
session on May 5.

👉

👈

Neighbourhood House Week ‘Laughing Yoga’
session with Di on May 11.

Caroline’s Willi Walking Group visiting the
Williamstown Botanical Gardens on May 11.

👉

Our volunteers receiving a ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ on May 18.
Rob McAree, Caroline Baxter, Maria Stanley, Malour Guy and Karina Seylim.
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Neighbourhood House Week and National Volunteers
Week BBQ on May 18.

👉

Community Morning Tea
on May 18.
Di’s scones are
becoming legendry!

👈 ‘International Women’s Day in
Hobsons Bay 2022’ display visits
Joan Kirner House.
‘Throughout the pandemic, these
20 women have helped keep the
community safe and connected,
often in tough and challenging
circumstances.’

7

Leading Senior Constable Russell King, the Hobsons Bay Neighbourhood
Policing Coordinator, visited us and gave a brief presentation about the
Annual Police Community Survey on May 5.

Ministers, Melissa Horne, and Gayle Tierney both visited our Joan
Kirner House and Spotswood Community House on May 30.

👉

With them was ACFE Deputy Chair May Lam, and ACFE Executive
Director Jeanette Nagorcka.
They all met up with staff and students about how we managed
through lockdowns, and future plans for both Spotswood Community
House, and our new Altona North Community House..
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‘Reception Perception’ by Tahlia Kotiau
It has been wonderful to see so many smiling faces returning for Term Two! There has been a chorus of
laughter coming from the classrooms, lots of happy kids attending childcare, and we even had the
chance to eat fresh cantaloupe grown in our garden beds by some of our students!
The demand for emergency food relief is increasing, with more than 20 frozen meals going out each
week to people who need it most. A huge ‘thank you’ to Michael Perner, Jo and Bill at Laverton
Community Integrated Services for your incredibly valued support.
We’ve received very generous donations for our Pantry Swap, and are in the application process with
Coles SecondBite to help sustain this important work.
We are welcoming donations to our pantry to help keep up with demand. If you have pantry items that are
unopened and within the date of expiration, please leave with reception and this will go a very long way!
In addition, we have many fantastic organisations in Hobsons Bay that can assist
with a myriad of issues, including food relief, domestic violence, and
homelessness.
Please feel welcome to ask me for referral points in Hobsons Bay should you need
any assistance.

In more amazing news, Hobsons Bay City Council made funding available in May, aiming to subsidise
the cost of venue hire for local artists in Hobsons Bay, and….
FIVE very talented creatives at WCEC were successful in this grant! Big congratulations to Adam
Turnbull Acting, Art Eaze, Artful Warrior, Shelley’s Art & Music Studio, and Artful Minds.
The management team at WCEC are thrilled for you all, and thank you so much for your words of
appreciation: -

See information about Hobsons Bay Grants & Funding HERE
Tahlia
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Mark’s Musings
Our Annual General Meeting was held on May 10.
The full 2021 Annual Report is available at reception at Joan Kirner House, or on our website HERE.
An extract from our President below –

President’s Report
On behalf of the Committee of Management I am pleased to announce a very successful result for
2021.
Again, we have recorded a surplus which places us in a very good position to continue to deliver our
Vision and Mission.
In 2021 we met or exceeded all contractual obligations across all service delivery areas.
Jacki Green resigned from the Committee during 2021 and I would like to thank Jacki for her
contribution. A new Committee Member, Linelle Gibson joined at the 2021 Annual General Meeting.
Highlights of 2021 included us winning the Victorian Training Award for Community Training Provider
of the Year; teacher Jodie Whitehurst being a Victorian Learn Local Pre-accredited Trainer Award
Finalist; and Administration Officer, Tahlia Kotiau winning the Hobsons Bay Inspiring Young Person
Award.
During 2021 the Committee reviewed our Vision and Mission, refined our Forecast management tool,
and oversaw reviews of the Manager, coordinators, and staff.
The Committee also reviewed and updated our Business Plan, Policies, and three-year budget.
I thank the Committee members for all their hard work and help during the year. Although
challenging, with organising online meetings, it’s been a real pleasure working with such a diverse,
professional, and experienced team.
In what was a very isolated time in the year that was 2021, on behalf of the committee I would like to
thank management, staff, volunteers, students and our centre users for their dedication, resilience,
and adaptability during a challenging year.
Finally, thank you to all the stakeholders and sponsors for their significant
contribution.
Regards,
Sonja Ilievska
President

Student numbers are slowly building as the year progresses, and childcare is full. More and more people
are attending our BBQs, morning teas, info sessions and walking group.
Like other workplaces, we’ve had a few staff and student absences with people getting colds, flu and
even COVID. Nothing serious though, a week off and most are back.
Security cameras will be installed out the front, back, and in the foyer, at Joan Kirner House to increase
the security and safety of everyone at the venue.
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Altona North Community House update.
Getting planning and building permits is becoming a very slow and cumbersome exercise.
On the positive side, our sign has gone up, we have the plans, and are close to securing a builder for the
fit out.

Even more exciting news is that we have secured a major sponsor for Altona North Community House
with Mobil who have contributed $20,000 to assist us in the fit out.
Also, Bendigo Bank (Altona, Laverton & Point Cook) have contributed $2,500.

This helps significantly as the fit out and furnishing of the
venue will be well into a six-figure amount.
More sponsors wanted!
With no planning permit as yet it seems unlikely we can
launch mid-year.
Even once we get the planning permit, we need to get
the building permit (2 weeks approx), then the fit out (3
weeks approx) then furnishings (2 weeks plus).
So, I think realistically we won’t be launching until the end
of third term.
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June 1 is an important date for our Centre.
Joan Kirner passed away on June 1 2015.
A tribute to Joan back then can be found in the Herald Sun HERE
On June 1 2016 Joan’s Garden was officially opened.
The touching speech by Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria (and close friend of Joan's) for the
opening of Joan's Garden can be found HERE.

Ron Kirner delivering his Speech at the opening of Joan's
Garden

Exactly three years after Joan had left us, Jeannie Johnson passed away
on June 1 2018.
Jeannie worked at the Centre from 1998 as a computer teacher and was
the true essence of a model work colleague in our sector.
Thanks.
Mark.
Dr Mark Brophy PhD
Manager / CEO
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc
manager@wcec.com.au
9397 6168
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