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Newsletter 

May 2024 
 

 
 

Joan Kirner House Williamstown, Spotswood Community House,  
and Altona North Community House.   

 
 

What’s Coming Up? 
 

 

• Wednesday May 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.  FREE Willy Walking Group. From 10.15 am to 
11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House.  

 

• Wednesday May 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29.  FREE Community Morning Tea at Joan Kirner 
House at 11.00 am.   

 

• May 13 to 19. Neighbourhood House Week.  
 

• May 20 to 26. National Volunteers Week. 
 

• Wednesday May 22. FREE National Volunteers Week BBQ. At 
Joan Kirner House. 12.15 pm. All welcome!   

 

• Wednesday May 22. 11.00 am. IPC Health Care Finder Pop-
Up. In Joan Kirner House foyer. Details below.  

 

• New! Fridays 10.00 am to 12.00. My Time Playgroup. 
Spotswood Community House. Contact Loan 0466 105 940. 
More details below.   

 

• New! Thursday evenings FREE ‘The Art of Living’ Gentle 
Hatha Yoga, Meditation, Breathwork. Spotswood Community 
House. Details below. Call Monica 0423 751 552  

 

• Fridays 5.00 pm to 9.00 pm. Willy Wargaming. Call Matthew for 
more details. 0438 054 740. 

 

• Saturdays 9.00 am to 10.30 am. Brainworks. Altona North Community 
House. Call Ashok for more details. 0434 518 247. 
 

• Saturdays 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm. Wu Tao. Call Jo for more details. 
0438 414 331. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FWillyWargaming%2Fposts&psig=AOvVaw3_oUJVKvggyd6xOA_X78b2&ust=1574744144448812
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👈 NEW at Spotswood Community House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
              FREE!  

NEW at Spotswood 
Community House.  

👉 

 
Starting May 2. 
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                            FREE!  
NEW at Spotswood Community 

House. 👉 

 
      Starting May 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE! 

👈 Wednesday May 22. 

Joan Kirner House foyer. 
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       The Flower Girl! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

FREE! 

At Joan Kirner House. 👉 
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FREE! 

Call Lara to make a booking. 👉 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE! 

👈 At Joan Kirner House. 
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FREE! 

Starting May 8. 
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FREE! 

👈 Starting May 9. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE! 

  👉 
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👈 Monday May 13. 

Catering provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FREE! 

Saturday May 25. 👉 
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FREE! 
👈 Thursday May 23. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FREE! 

Wednesday May 15. 👉 
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FREE entry and BBQ!  
Saturday May 11. 👉 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE with lunch included! 
👈 Wednesday May 1. 
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Lunch included! 

👈 Every second Friday. 

 
Art and craft, health and wellbeing, outings, 

and guest speakers. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE!  
Saturday May 11. 👉 
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What’s been happening? 
 
 

One Year of Learning: My Experience Studying English at WCEC, Williamstown. 
 

It has been a year since I began my journey of learning the English language at the 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre (WCEC), and I can say it has been a journey 
filled with challenges but also rewards. 
 
When I started, I felt overwhelmed by the task of learning a new language. I heavily relied on 
the translator to communicate, which limited my ability to interact with others and understand 
the world around me.  
 
However, thanks to the support and dedication of the WCEC team, I have made significant 
progress in mastering English. 
 
One of the biggest improvements I have experienced is my 
ability to understand the language. I no longer feel as lost when 
listening to conversations in English, and I can follow the thread 
of a conversation much better than I could a year ago.  
 
This is largely due to the well-structured classes and high-
quality study materials provided by WCEC. 
 
Though I have progressed in comprehension, I still face 
challenges when attempting to speak the language. I often feel 
frustrated by my lack of fluency and by not being able to 
express myself as easily as I do in my native language.  
 
However, I know that the learning process takes time and 
patience, and I am determined to keep moving forward. 
 
One of the things I am most grateful for at WCEC is the 
supportive environment they have created. The teachers are 
always willing to answer questions and offer additional help 
when I need it.  
 
Additionally, the multicultural environment of the centre has provided me with the opportunity 
to meet people from all over the world who share my goal of learning English. 
 
Despite the challenges and frustrations, I remain motivated to keep learning. Every small 
breakthrough I achieve drives me to push harder and not give up.  
 
I know that with perseverance and practice, I will eventually reach my goals in mastering the 
English language. 
 
In summary, my first year studying English at WCEC has been a transformative experience. I 
am deeply grateful to everyone who has been part of my learning journey, and I am excited for 
what the next year holds for me in terms of progress and growth in English proficiency. 
 
Sincerely  
 
Ruth. 
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Claire’s Computer class having fun 
learning how to print photos from 

their phone/USB at Officeworks. 👉 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Filming for our 50th Anniversary documentary.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



14 
 

50th Anniversary – ‘Peep into the Past’ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A significant part of Williamstown Community and Education Centre is Joan Kirner. 
 
As the first woman Premier of Victoria, and local in Williamstown, she was instrumental in 
turning the old Court House in Williamstown into our now Joan Kirner House. 
 
In the one year anniversary of Joan Kirner's passing in 2015, there was the opening of Joan's 
Garden at Joan Kirner House in the following year on June 1 2016. 
 
A tribute in the Herald Sun after Joan's passing is  HERE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Lock in the date!  Our official 50th celebration will occur on – 

 
Wednesday September 4, 2024. 11.00 am. 

 
This is an Open Invitation. Everyone is welcome! 

 
Including the premiere launch of our 50th Documentary. 

 
Followed by short one-minute reflections from attendees who would like to contribute. 

 
Catering will be provided. 

 
 

Ron Kirner delivering his Speech at the opening of Joan's 
Garden 

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/news/joan-kirner-to-be-farewelled-with-state-funeral-at-williamstown-town-hall/news-story/0f8c08794b2e4aef53472397f56fef3b
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Manager’s Musings 

 
 

Yet another busy month, even with the term break.  
 
Our new term two Timetable is HERE.  
 
As mentioned in the last Newsletter, with the building works completed across the road from 
Spotswood Community House, programs are starting up again. 
 
A new playgroup and yoga classes starting this term, along with the existing art classes, 
boating classes, and Network West. 
 
At Altona North Community Centre, users note that there is a new key in the letter box for the 
communal bins in the car park. 
 
In other news, we are at record levels for student enrolments and venue hirers. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting will be on Tuesday May 7 at 4.00 pm in Room one, Joan Kirner 
House. 14 Thompson St. Williamstown. RSVP to me please.  
 

 
Thanks. 
 
Mark. 
 
Dr Mark Brophy PhD 
Manager / CEO. 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc. 
manager@wcec.com.au           

https://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Weekly-Timetable-2024-Semester-1-V3.pdf
mailto:manager@wcec.com.au

