Newsletter
August 2022
Joan Kirner House, Spotswood Community House, and Altona North Community House.
With programs running at Altona Library, Altona North Library, and Dulcie Shaw House.
For Members, Committee, Staff, Volunteers, Students, Parents, Stakeholders, Centre users,
Partners, Sponsors and Our Community
Coming Up…
•

Every Monday from 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm. Altona Library English
Conversation Class. Call Joe Pellone on 0431 915 970 for details
and bookings.

•

Wednesday August 3,10, 17, 24 and 31. FREE Willy Walking
Group. From 10.15 am to 11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House.
Thanks to Australia Post for sponsorship.

•

Wednesday August 3,10, 17, 24 and 31. FREE Community
Morning Tea at Joan Kirner House at 11.00 am. Sponsored by
Hobsons Bay Community Fund.

•

Wednesday August 10, 11.15 am to 12.00. ‘Be Connected’ activity
on Avoiding Scams Online. Computer Room Two. All welcome.

•

Wednesday August 24. 11.30 am to 12.00. Laughter Yoga with Di.
In Joan’s Garden. Sponsored by Westgate Neighbourhood Fund.

•

Introduction to Computer classes. Running at both Joan Kirner
House and Altona North Library. Morning or afternoon sessions
available, on all weekdays. Call Lynne on 9397 6168.

Our new 2022 Term Three brochure is now available at reception, and
online HERE.
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What’s been happening?

Maggie from Network West providing an Info session on the
‘Community Connector’ program at Joan Kirner House. 👉

👈 Di and team doing a ‘Mid-Year, Garden Working Bee’.

Di delivering a session on using Skype, with one of
our computer classes. 👉

Renee, our Community Development Coordinator,
currently on parental leave, paid us a visit to show off
her brand-new family member, Ira Lalwani.

👈 Her new little boy was the highlight of the day –
week - month?

Walking Group, showing off their photography skills. 👉
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Hobsons Bay - Have Your Say
With the help of the Hobsons Bay City Council, Speakers Bank has
created a series of videos featuring various members of the local
community.
Every week, Speakers Bank releases a profile video about a person
living in Hobsons Bay.
Featured this month was one of our students, Seddigheh Ahmadian.

👈 Seddigheh Ahmadian, a Williamstown
Community and Education Centre student and
Hobsons Bay local, shared her experience living in the
area with us.
Seddigheh spoke about the accessibility and proximity
of the shops and stores around her home.
She also told us about her routine, how she enjoys
walking along the beach every day, and how COVID19 affected her over the past two years.

Device Advice
Need some help getting started with your new phone,
laptop, or tablet?
Or just need some help navigating the latest apps?
Hobsons Bay Libraries have a great service – ‘Device
Advice’.
Have your tech questions answered by their friendly digital
team!
In their one-on-one Device Advice sessions, they can
assist you with basic troubleshooting, tricky questions, and
set-up of your mobile devices.
No experience? No worries! There are no silly questions.
Simply fill in a short online survey to tell them what you’d
like help with, and they will arrange for a staff member to help you at your nearest Hobsons Bay Libraries
branch.
Link is HERE
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FREE!
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FREE!
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FREE!
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FREE!
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FREE!
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FREE! And get $100!
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Reception Perception by Tahlia Kotiau
Term Three is here, and it has been wonderful to see our
Students, Children, and Centre User’s re-engaging in the various
classes and programs.
COVID Update
We’ve had a few staff and students falling sick, but after a short
break, they have been returning to the centre in good health.
A reminder that we have plenty of face masks available, and a
limited quantity of Rapid Antigen Tests available to concession
card holders.
Education Update
The transition of our Skills for Education and Employment (SEE)
classes has been seamless and thank you to Laverton
Community Education Centre for your professionalism and
adaptability during this collaboration.
Special congratulations to all SEE students for adapting to the changes with great resilience.
For community members wishing to access the internet, Joan Kirner House has FREE Wi-Fi and an open
access computer, which is available to the public. Scanning and printing facilities can also be made
available for those who need.
Recycling in Hobsons Bay
We have had many community members drop into the centre with various recyclables, additional to the
items we are accepting as part of our ‘Recycling Made Easy’ Hub.
For anyone who is interested, here are extra recycling points in Hobsons Bay:
•
•
•

Bottle Tops / Bread Tags Louis Joel Centre Altona
Beauty Products
Priceline Williamstown
Pens / Markers
Officeworks Millers Junction

Blister Packs will no longer be accepted for recycling at WCEC due to the unviable process.
For community members wishing to continue recycling their blister packs, Sydney-based business,
‘Banish’ run the ‘Banish Recycling and Disposal Program’ through Teracycle.
Once you have enough recycling items to fill a satchel or shoebox, the items can be posted to Banish,
and community members will receive a $15 voucher to spend online for every satchel received. If
interested, see more info HERE.
Wishing the WCEC family an exciting and fulfilling August.
Tahlia
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Battery recycling
Unfortunately, we are no longer collecting batteries for recycling.
However, there are other options – See below.

Helping Students in Need
Last month we were successful in an application to Hobsons Bay Community
Fund to help support the enrolment of our English Language students who
are ineligible for government subsidised training.
Thank you, Hobsons Bay Community Fund, this helps us to continue to help
this disadvantaged cohort.
Lynne Hewet, our Education Coordinaor, provides a case study where this supprt has helped our
students.
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Rosa Maria and her husband came from Mexico to help their family with their young grandchildren who
were living locally.
They came on a temporary visa and intended to stay here for a few months only.
Rosa started English classes at Williamstown Community and Education Centre in early 2020 soon after
she arrived in Australia. Her English was minimal and she wanted to improve her skills and make friends.
Unfortunately due to COVID this all changed.
Rosa continued her studies online becoming more confident with her English and computer skills and
developed friendships with her classmates.
Due to travel restrictions she could not return home and her visa was extended – multiple times.
In 2022 post lock down Rosa returned to face to face classes and was enjoying her new friends and life
in Australia.
This changed when her visa expired and could not be renewed.
She has recently returned to Mexico.
Lynne.

Manager’s Musings
Our transition out of being a Registered Training Provider ran very smoothly. Thanks to the help of others
and lots of planning. All students have been catered for and are now settled.
At our next Committee meeting in August the members will review our Business Plan and Policies.
Even in the cold months, the Walking Group, Morning Teas, and BBQs continue to be a success.
Numbers seem to keep increasing, no matter how cold or wet it gets! Enrolments into pre-accredited
courses, English and Computer classes are slowly increasing as well.
Altona North Community House update.
We now have five key sponsors for our Altona North Community House build, set up and launch.
These are –
•
•
•
•
•

Mobil - $20,000 towards the fit out.
Hobsons Bay City Council - $20,000 towards the fit-out.
Bendigo Bank -$2,500 for flooring.
Lions Club of Altona - $1,250 towards the fit out.
Toyota - $649 towars a fridge.
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Remembering the fit out alone is over $67,000 and this doesn’t include furnishing.
We have been told that we ‘might’ get final approvals and permits before the end of July.
Fingers crossed these permits are not too far away.

Spotswood Community House.
With so much development going on in Spotswood, we looked at putting another classroom on the site in
preparation for the population boom that will inevitably occur.
We have an ‘in principle’ agreement from the Department of Education and Training to build a classroom
out the back – subject to Council approval, of course.
So, I am having some plans drawn up and will get a quote.
Unlike our Altona North Community House, we don’t own this site, and any funding we contribute to this
asset would be totally owned by the Victorian Government, not us. Current assets virtually disappearing
from our Balance Sheet.
Ideally, as this venue is owned by the Victorian Government, there is the case that they should fund the
new classroom. After all, they will own the improved asset. Notwithstanding the tens of thousands of
dollars, we have poured into the existing house over the last decade or so, to improve it.
So, the ‘next step’ is a tricky one, how to get the Victorian Government to fund improvements for their
own asset? If anyone has any ideas, I’d welcome them!
Thanks,
Mark.
Dr Mark Brophy PhD
Manager / CEO
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc
manager@wcec.com.au
9397 6168
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