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Newsletter 
June 2021 

 
Joan Kirner House and Spotswood Community House  A 

 With Programs running at Altona North Library, Altona Meadows Library and Dulcie Shaw House in Altona 

For Members, Committee, Staff, Volunteers, Students, Parents, Stakeholders, 
Centre users, Partners, Sponsors and Our Community 

 

Currently CLOSED. Re opening on Friday June 4. 
Coming Up...   

 
   Wednesday June 9,16 and 23. FREE Willy Walking Group  

from 10.15 am to 11.00 am, starting at Joan Kirner House.  
 

Wednesday June 9,16 and 23. FREE Community  
Morning Tea. Joan Kirner House. 11.00 am. All welcome! 

 
Tuesday June 8. FREE Pop-up Baby Bounce at Spotswood 

 Community House. 10.00 am to 10.30 am. Details below. 
 

Wednesday June 9. FREE Introduction to MyGov workshop in Joan 
Kirner House foyer at 11.00 am. Call Renee for details on 9397 6168.  

 
Wednesday June 9. Hobsons Bay Community has Heart Roving  

Hub. Joan Kirner House. 10.30 am to 2.00 pm. Details below.  
 

Wednesday June 9 and 23. Coffee Caravan visit to Joan Kirner  
House. 10.00 am to 12.00 pm. Gold coin donation for a coffee. 

 
Monday June 20 to June 26. Refugee Week.  

 
Friday June 18. FREE Refugee Week BBQ.  
12.15 pm at Joan Kirner House. All welcome! 

 
Monday June 28 to Friday July 9. Term break. 

 
Monday July 12. Term three starts.  

 
Wednesday July 14. FREE Introduction to Internet Safety workshop in 

Joan Kirner House foyer at 1.00 pm. Call Renee for details on 9397 6168.  
 

In the Media 
 

 Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay Star Weekly. May 12. Page 9. Our President, Sonja Ilievska. 
See HERE  and below. 

 
 Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay Star Weekly. May 5. Pages 4 and 12. See HERE  

 
 The Westsider. May. Pages 11, 14, 15 and 19. See HERE 

https://maribyrnonghobsonsbay.starweekly.com.au/digital-editions/
https://maribyrnonghobsonsbay.starweekly.com.au/digital-editions/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/6cbbe3cd-e54e-4250-a88c-f42eb95c4bce
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New Program 
 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre is working with Laverton Community Education 
Centre to run an Education Support course at Spotswood Community House in Semester Two of 
2021. 
 
We are looking initially at Expressions of Interest. Details below. 
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Power Saving Bonus Outreach Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Through a Good Shepherd and Neighbourhood Houses Victoria initiative, our Centre can now help 
people redeem a Victorian Government $250.00 Power Saving Bonus. 
 
To be eligible you must be a Victorian residential energy consumer and must be receiving payments 
under one of the following concession benefits. 
 

• Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card. 

• Jobseeker, Youth Allowance, Austudy or Abstudy. 

• Department of Veterans Affairs Pensioner Concession Card. 

• Department of Veterans Affairs Gold Card. 
 

If you, or you know of anyone who is eligible, call Tahlia or Renee on 9397 6168 to make a time to 
complete the online application at Joan Kirner House. Bring with you – 
 

• Your power bill. 

• Centrelink or DVA card. 
 
Hobsons Bay Boomerang Bags 
 
Boomerang Bags work to reduce the use of plastic bags by engaging local 
communities in the making of Boomerang Bags – community made using recycled 
materials. 
 
Boomerang Bags provide a free, fun and sustainable alternative to plastic bags. 
Pick up yours today, in the foyer of Joan Kirner House.  
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New Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
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Pop Up Baby Bounce at Spotswood Community House 
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Hobsons Bay Community Has Heart Roving Hub  
 

The Hobsons Bay Community Has Heart Roving Hub was at 
Joan Kirner House in April, and will return again on Wednesday 
June 9 from 10.30 am to 2.00 pm.  
 
Operated by Council staff and volunteers, the roving hub 
provides mobile outreach for people in the community to:  
 

 Meet with Council staff and volunteers for a casual and 
friendly catch up.  

 
 Discuss ideas on how Council can support community members 

experiencing social isolation and loneliness. 
 

 How to get help and support for you or someone you know. 
 

 Provide feedback and discuss ideas. 
 
 
 
 
Hobsons Bay Community Centres Website Launch 
 
We would like to say a big thanks to Hobsons Bay Community Fund for sponsoring this website.  
 
The Community Centres and Neighbourhood Houses of Hobsons Bay are united and connected 
through this website sponsorship.  
 
This project shows the quality of leadership and commitment the Centres and their staff have to 
deliver what are high quality programs and services to the communities across the whole of Hobsons 
Bay. 
 
The website is HERE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hobsonsbaycommcentres.com.au/
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Neighbourhood House Week 
 

 
On May 10 we had a Neighbourhood House 
Week Community BBQ, and a show in the 
foyer of Joan Kirner House led by Jodie and 
her students. 
 

 
 
Big thanks to the students, Jodie and the 
staff and volunteers who helped organise. 
 
 
 
National Volunteers Week 
 
During National Volunteers Week we had Volunteer West ‘Meet and Greet’ session as well as a BBQ 
celebration, and we presented Certificates of Appreciation to our volunteers. 
 
A big thanks to our dedicated and talented team of centre volunteers including Malour Guy, Maureen 
Shaw, Rob McAree, Rose McVicar, Christine Richter, Karina Seylim, Rosa Hailu, Cody Rollinson, 
Maria Stanley, Caroline Baxter, and Paul Axiak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgements also to our talented Committee members – Sonja Ilievska, Lucienne Galea, Veli 
Fikret, Jon Grima and Linelle Gibson. 
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Neighbourhood House Week Tributes 
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Volunteering Photo Exhibition 2021 
 
Joan Kirner House hosted this exhibition from May 20 to 26 in the foyer of Joan Kirner House. 
 
A Virtual Gallery is available online HERE. See our President Sonja Ilievska, featured in the 
exhibition, on pages 36 to 39. 
 
Some extracts of Sonja’s story, and pictures below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/Community/Community-services/Volunteering/Volunteer-photo-exhibition
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Volunteer West ‘Meet and Great’  
 
 
 
Thanks to Michelle and Laura 
from Volunteer West who visited 
us at Joan Kirner House on 
Thursday May 21. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Exhibition at Louis Joel Arts and Community Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillor Pamela Sutton-Legaud with WCEC President Sonja Ilievska, at the Hobsons Bay 
City Council’s National Volunteer Week 2021 Volunteering Photo Exhibition launch, at Louis 

Joel Arts and Community Centre, on Saturday May 15 



15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In the Media 
 

 
Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong Star Weekly. May 12. Page 9 

 
 
 
 
 
Bendigo Bank Support 
 
 
We were recently successful in an application with the Altona, Laverton, and Point Cook Community 
Bank, who have provided valuable funding and support to our Centre. 
 
 

. 

 
Our Centre provides English language classes for many, however numerous refugees, asylum 
seekers and migrants are not eligible for Government subsidised training.  
 
This support will help with the enrolment costs of ineligible students. 
 
Not only can these people now become students and learn English, but they can increase their 
networks, seek assistance, and engage in other activities at our centre. 
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New Committee Member 
 
At our Annual General Meeting on May 11, a new 
Committee Member was accepted. 
 
Some locals may perhaps know of Linelle Gibson. 
 
Linelle worked as a high school teacher for ten years 
in South Africa, England, and Australia and in the 
TAFE Sector for 14 years as an Industry Trainer and 
Assessor.  
 
Other positions included working as an Electorate 
Officer for Joan Kirner, Research Officer, 
managing a Research Centre at the University of 
Melbourne, and as a project officer at Education 
Services Australia. 
 
Linelle has lived in Williamstown for 42 years and was previously a Hobsons Bay Councillor.  
 
Her qualifications include a Bachelor of Arts, Secondary Teachers Diploma, Cert IV in Training and 
Assessment, and Diploma of Training and Assessment Systems.  
 
 
Real Impact – Real Value 
 
Thanks to Ayelign Tessema, the Manager of Walker Close Community Centre, who collated all the 
Neighbourhood House Coordination data across all community centres in Hobsons Bay. 
 
Ayelign developed this graphic below. 
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Manager’s Musings 
 

Our 2020 Annual Report is now available on our website HERE, and hard copies are on display at 
Joan Kirner House reception, and at Spotswood Community House. 
 
An extract, from the Annual Report by our President below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.williamstown-spotswoodcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/WCEC-2020-Annual-Report-With-Financials.pdf
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Wednesday morning tea  

at Joan Kirner House 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

‘The Admin Team’. 
 

A picture from the 
Volunteer Photo Exhibition. 

 
From left to right. 

Yours truly; Renee Daniele, 
Community Development 

Coordinator; Sonja Ilievska, 
President; Lynne Hewet, 
Education Coordinator; 
Lara Janka, Operations 
Coordinator; and Tahlia 

Kotiau, Administration and 
Reception Officer. 

 
 
 

 
 
A reminder to all that June 1 is a significant date for our Centre. On this exact date - Joan Kirner 
passed away in 2015; Joan’s Garden was opened in 2016; and Jeannie Johnson passed away in 
2018.  
 
Take care. 
 
Mark. 
 
Dr Mark Brophy PhD 
Manager / CEO 
Williamstown Community and Education Centre Inc 


